
Year 2 

Autumn Term 2021 

MATHS 

For the initial few weeks of the Autumn Term, Year 2 will be  

building upon the place value knowledge they learned in Year 1, with 

larger numbers. For example, the children will be learning to       

represent, read, write and partition numbers to 100.  

After place value, the children will focus on the operations of     

addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. Within this, they 

will look at number bonds, making groups and sharing. The children 

are also expected to know their 2, 5 and 10 times table this year.  

As well as a focus on number, the children will also touch on time 

this term, with a particular focus on o’clock, quarter past, half past 

and quarter to. 

ENGLISH 

In our writing lessons this term, Year 2 will be aiming to secure and 

build upon some of the basic writing skills they learned in Year 1, 

such as basic punctuation skills (capital letters and full stops),      

expanded noun phrases, co-ordinating conjunctions and writing in the 

past and present tense.  

We will be practising these skills using a range of exciting texts within 

each genre, such as The Gruffalo, The Three Billy Goats Gruff, 

and Whatever Next? 

As well as punctuation and grammar skills, Year 2 will be practising 

a range of spelling rules and extending their phonetical knowledge. 

We will also be maintaining a focus on handwriting, and ensuring 

our letters are the same size, as well as using ascenders and        

descenders correctly.  

SCIENCE 

During the first part of the Autumn Term, Year 2 will be studying 

the topic, ’Living in Habitats’.  Within this, they will take into      

account characteristics of different habitats, and how plants and 

animals are suited to their habitats. The children will also look at 

food chains for animals. 

After Half-Term, Year 2 will look at ‘Growth and Survival’. They 

will initially focus on how animals and humans grow, then they will 

move onto human survival. In particular, the children will focus on 

how hygiene, diet and exercise is integral for a human’s survival.  

ART 

In art this term, the children will be looking at and producing 

their own self-portraits. They will be focussing on the styles 

of African artists, Jimoh Buraimo and Angu Walters, and 

taking inspiration from them. We will also create our own 

portrait based on the style of Giuseppe Archimboldo. 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 

Our D&T focus after half-term is ‘Perfect Pizza’. The   

children will have the opportunity to design, make and    

evaluate their own pizza, thinking about which foods and  

toppings will support us in having a healthy diet.  

HOME LEARNING 
 

For your home learning each week number clubs and spellings shall be sent to 

practise at home. 

To help us build on the children’s learning inside the classroom, there are a 

few projects that you can complete. These projects are based on different   

subjects covered in school: 

1) Create a piece of artwork to do with autumn. Can you use a range of  

materials to show what colours and shapes we see during the autumn time?  

2) Design and make a habitat for a creature of your choice. It could be a 

fictional or a real creature. How would the habitat suit the animal? Think 

carefully about the features of your habitat. 

3) Make a Bonfire Night Guy. It has become a tradition for people to make 

their own Guy Fawkes to put on bonfires on 5th November each year. Can you 

make or draw one? 

While we will not hold a homework showcase for parents, we do intend to   

celebrate projects with other children in school. With this in mind, could     

projects be completed by Monday 29th November. 

HISTORY 

Our history topic this term is ‘Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot’. 

Year 2 will be looking at the origins of Bonfire Night and the lead up 

to the Gunpowder Plot, particularly paying attention to the unrest  

regarding religion in England during the 16th Century.  

The children will use a range of historical sources to build up a    

picture of what life was like during this period, and they will begin to 

make suggestions about how civil unrest is dealt with in the modern 

day, compared with 1605. 

GEOGRAPHY 

Over the course of the academic year, Year 2 will be looking 

at seasonal change and the characteristics of each season. 

During the Autumn Term, children will be looking at autumn 

and the weather which they notice at this point in the year. 

After Christmas, children will go on to look at the other three 

seasons: winter, spring then summer. 

PSHE 

Year 2’s initial focus during PSHE lessons will be coping with 

the change of a new year group, including our feelings, as 

well as setting boundaries and expectations for learning     

behaviours. We will also think about setting targets for the 

year, and developing different skills such as resilience. 

LEARNING SKILLS 

This term, Year 2 will work on their memory, using a range 

of strategies and exercises to help us remember information 

with independence. This in turn will help us navigate our way 

through tasks in other subjects independently and successfully. 


