
Nursery 2020 
Autumn 1 

‘Sing a song of Sixpence’ 

Mathematics 
This half term we will focus on the basics. We will count 
out numbers of objects from larger groups and practise 
saying a number name for each object. We will be looking 
at how a group of objects changes when something is 
added or taken away. We will describe groups of objects, 
learning to talk about the language of quantity. 
In our shape and space work, we will be exploring our 
environment for shapes and patterns, sorting objects by 
different criteria and using the language of size and shape 
to sort and categorise groups of objects. 

Expressive arts and design 
The children will have access to the creative area which 
includes a variety of collage materials such as feathers, 

tissue paper, card, pom poms etc. and a self service 
painting area. We encourage children to be independent in 
their learning and they are free to create whatever they 
wish, guided by a teacher to reach a desired outcome.  
The role play area will be set up as a home corner this 

term to enable the children to have confidence to re-enact 
their own experiences with their friends and as a link to 

home life. 

Personal, social, and emotional development 
This half term we will be helping our new children to settle 
into the new routines in place in nursery and helping them 

find their way around the new experiences on offer in   
order to get the best out of their time here with us. 

We will spend time together in our family groups focussing 
on sharing, looking after ourselves and each other, being a 

kind friend and managing our own hygiene routines.  
During choosing time, staff will encouraging children to 
build quality interactions with both the children and the 

teaching staff they are working alongside. 

Physical development 
The children will have a daily opportunity to develop their 
physical skills as a class or a small group. 
They will begin their nursery P.E. by learning to listen      
appropriately, take turns to use equipment, follow instructions 
when asked, develop spatial awareness of themselves and those 
around us. 
At other times in the session, children will be provided with a 
number of opportunities to develop their fine motor skills, a   
pre-requisite to writing, through activities such as threading, 
using tweezers, handing playdough, scissors etc. and their gross 
motor, larger movements outside on the climbing frame, bikes 
and construction equipment. 

Communication and language development 
Communcation and Language is a really important part of a 
child’s development.  
This term we will work on the skills of... 
Listening and attention; building on the length of time a child can 
sit and listen in a small group.   
Understanding; making sure the children understand what we are 
asking of them. 
Speaking; building on the children’s confidence to articulate their 
needs and ideas. 
We will spend time each day in our family groups playing fun 
listening games developing these skills. 

Understanding the world 
Through the different nursery rhymes we are studying, 
the children will have a wide range of experiences and 
learning opportunities. We will look at animals, nature, 
transport, jobs and ourselves and base our topic work 
around these themes. The children will be given plenty of 
chance to talk about their experiences, what they can see 
and use their senses to explore. 
We will look at seasonal changes and talk together about 
these and how they affect the weather, our clothing, the 
nature around us. 
The children will use the Ipads, the IWB and Beebots to  
develop technology skills. 

HOME ACTIVITIES 
Take the time each night to read your child a bedtime story. Statistics 
show that this is one of the most important things to support their 
development.  
Encourage them to sing the nursery rhymes they have learned at home 
with you each week. 
We are intending to have a homework showcase, though we are not able to 
say whether this will work the same way it has before. So that the children 
can engage with their topics out of school and share what they have done, 
could any projects please be completed by Monday 30th November. The 
homework showcase is an opportunity to show friends and the rest of school 
any activities the children have been doing at home to further their 
learning. Below are some ideas you may want to engage in. 
*Go on an autumn adventure! Venture over to Northycote Farm or 
Cannock Chase and see what autumn signs you can find to talk about. You 
might want to take some photos, draw pictures or make a collage using 
natural materials you find. (Look out for the ‘Autumn Nature Detective’ 
Leaflet we will be sending home this term) 
*Make a puppet/and or props for one of the nursery rhymes we have been 
learning. This might a stick puppet, wooden spoon puppet, a sock puppet or 
your own ideas. 
 
We look forward to seeing your creations later in the term. 

Literacy 
Our literacy this half term will be based around nursery rhymes. Nursery 
rhymes are an important developmental step in children’s learning which 

aid reading and writing later in their school life. We will divide the nursery 
rhymes into themes - On the farm, In the Garden, People who help me, 
Minibeasts and Me - and will learn a rhyme in a different theme each 

week. 
We will play games such as missing out words, ordering the different parts 

of the rhymes and making up our own words to the rhymes. 
In our writing we will be mark making in a variety of media such as sand, 

glitter, foam etc. and giving meaning to the marks we make. 


