
ENGLISH 
To begin with, the children will write a first-person 
recount based on a short video they have seen, 
including expanded noun phrases, commas for 
clarity and reported speech. After this, they will 
look at biographical texts and revise narrative 
writing when studying their new class reader, ‘The 
Fastest Boy in the World’ by Elizabeth Laird. For 
each genre, Year 5 will consider the language and 
structure of the texts and apply their 
understanding of grammar and punctuation as 
they write. 

Year 5 
2020 

Autumn Term 

HISTORY 
This term in history, we are learning about the 
Ancient Greeks. In particular, looking at the way 
that they lived as well as warfare and the 
beginnings of democracy as we know it today. We 
will also have a focus on Greek Myths, building up 
to writing our own Mythical Story . 

Art 
This half term in art, we are focussing on ‘People in 
Action’. This will include sketching people on the 
move, as well as looking at facial expressions and 
making models based on a range of people in 
motion. Our main skills focus will be using 
observation to inform sketches. 

PSHE 
To begin, there will be a focus on ‘transition’ as 
children return to us following Lockdown. After 
this, to support the children in their learning, they 
will first discuss resilience and how they can be 
resilient in their own work. Children will then 
consider healthy and unhealthy relationships and 
how to recognise either of these.  

SCIENCE 
We are looking at ‘Earth and Space’ this term in    
science. We will focus on the planets in the solar   
system as well as the Earth, Sun and Moon and how 
they orbit one another. We will also learn about the 
Earth’s rotation to explain day and night. 

MATHS 
 

In maths we will be focusing primarily on place value 
and calculation methods (addition/subtraction/
multiplication and division). These skills are important 
to help us move on with other concepts that we look 
at throughout the year.  Later in the term we shall 
also spend some time on both fractions and statistics. 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
Year 5 will look at Fashion and Textiles in design and 
technology after half term.  We will look at different 
sewing techniques to design, create and evaluate our 
own bag based on the skills we developed in Year 4.  

HOME ACTIVITIES 
To help in bringing the topics being studied to life, we 
have three activities: some are activities you can do with 
your child and others they could complete independently.  
 

We are intending to have a homework showcase though 
we are not able to say whether this will work the same 
way it has before. So that the children can engage with 
their topics out of school and share what they have 
done, could any projects please be completed by Monday 
30th November.  
 

1) Lie in the garden after dark and discuss what 
the children can see. Can you see the stars and 
moon? Why/why not? Can you show this in a 
creative way? 

2) Create a fashionable item from scrap 
materials. 

3) Make a travel brochure, advertising a tour of 
South America. 

We would also like to stress the importance of children 
reading at home. This will include them reading to you 
and you reading to them. Sharing books with your child 
in this way promotes discussion, understanding and a 
love of reading. 

GEOGRAPHY 
In geography, our topic is South America. Within 
this, we will look at the physical and human 
features of the different countries in the continent, 
including some of its trade, rivers and mountain 
ranges. We will be using our research and atlas 
skills to find out this information. Children will 
finish the topic with a project on a South 
American country of their choice.  


