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Mathematics 
This term our focus we will continue to develop our 

understanding of number. We will start by focusing on finding 

one more and one less than a given number from a group of up 

to five objects, then ten objects. Our main focus this half term 

will be addition and subtraction. Children will start to explore 

these topics through practical activities and discussion and then 

we will start to introduce mathematical symbols such as ‘+’ ‘-‘ 

and ‘=’. Finally, Reception will be challenged as they have to 

interpret word problems to identify whether they need to add or 

subtract to calculate the answer. Children will be exposed to 

mathematical vocabulary such as ‘equation’, ‘addend’, ‘sum’ 

and ‘difference’.  

Expressive arts and design 
Over the autumn term Reception became confident in exploring 

materials and investigating the different methods that can be 

used to combine them to create a desired effect. This half 

term, teachers will model how to adapt work and to assess 

whether it suits a specific criteria. Our aim is that children 

are confident to identify strengths of their designs but that 

they feel safe and secure to experiment to make changes to 

their designs. Children are starting to play alongside others who 

are engaged in the same activity as them and our focus is to 

encourage them to play cooperatively to develop and act out a 

narrative. 

Personal, social, and emotional development 
A range of strategies will be modelled to children to support 

them when they are negotiating and solving their own     

problems. This half term we will introduce our ‘News’     

sessions: this is where children can bring items in from home 

or their own pieces of news which they can report to the 

class. This will support children’s confidence when speaking 

about their own interests and opinions whilst describing  

themselves in positive ways. 

Physical development 
During our P.E lessons with Mr Pinnock and whilst       

accessing our outdoor area, children will begin to explore 

travelling with confidence and skill around, under and 

through balancing and climbing equipment. Children will 

begin to use a range of simple tools to effect change to  

materials and it is expected that children will handling 

these tools safely and with increasing control. This half 

term we will begin to explore good practices that contribute 

to being healthy, for example exercise, eating, sleeping and 

hygiene. We will introduce our health and safety monitors 

which will support children in understanding the need for 

safety when tackling new challenges and how to manage 

risk. 

Communication and language development 
Children will develop their listening and attention skill this half 

term through a variety of different tasks linked to our ‘Land 

Ahoy!’ topic. For example, children will be exposed to a range of 

new and challenging vocabulary to support them in extending 

their vocabulary, exploring the meaning and sounds of new 

words. Even though children will read many stories throughout 

this half term, children will be expected to start to follow 

stories that do not provide pictures or props. 

Understanding the world 
We will start this half term by exploring how everyone in our 

school family celebrated and spent their time over Christmas 

and New Year. This will support children to join in with family 

customs and routines. Reception will continue to look closely at 

similarities, differences, patterns and change through various 

observations and experiments. For example, we will observe the 

change in the environment around us as the seasons change 

and we will explore the difference in materials as we look at 

creating a pirate ship suitable for Blackbeard made of 

materials that will keep him afloat!  

Home Learning 
Children will continue to take reading books home suited to their 

phonic development. Our ‘home library’ will start this half term where 
children are able to choose a story to enjoy together at home! This will 

promote children’s love of reading. Try and make the book last a 
week. For example, spend the first evening discussing the front cover, 
predict what will happen in the story. Spread the story over several 
evenings and then once you have finished reading it discuss which 

your favourite part was and go back to this in the book! 
Homework will continue to be sent home on a Friday – please return 
this to school by the following Thursday to allow time for fresh 

homework to be provided. 
Spellings will be sent home alongside homework on a Friday. Please 
practise these at home together for a test the following Thursday. 

Over the Christmas holiday ideas were sent home to bring our topic to 
life! If you would like a copy they are available on the door. 

There will also be an opportunity for their work to be shared with the 
whole school if their work is in by Monday 16th March 2020.  

Literacy 

This half term we will continue to build on children’s previous 

knowledge of how to structure and write simple captions and sentences. 

To link with our topic ‘Land Ahoy!’ children will explore different 

styles of writing, creating wanted posters, information writing and 

creating their own stories using the Boxing Clever technique. This is 

where children select random pictures to match the titles ‘who’, ‘where’ 

and ‘what’ and use these to create their own imaginative story.  

Whilst reading children will begin to explore and use new and 

interesting vocabulary whilst reading and understanding simple 

sentences. 


